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Motivation 

“Establishing respect for the rule of law is 
fundamental to achieving a durable peace 
in the aftermath of conflict, to the effective 

protection of human rights, and to 
sustained economic progress and 
development.” (United Nations) 

 



Motivation (2) 

• But what constitutes the rule of law? 
What is its current status? 
 

• The term is used by everyone → 
Danger of becoming meaningless 
 

• Tradeoffs and complementarities 
 



Building the Index 

1. Definition and conceptual 
framework 
 

2. Measurement 
 

3. Communication of the results 
 

4. Reception 
 



Challenges in defining the rule of law 

1. Thin vs. thick 
 

2. Ends vs. means 
 

3. Applicable to many types of social and 
political systems 



The WJP Rule of Law Index 

Focus on the relationship between the 
state and society 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Measurement Approach 

1. Perspective of the ordinary person: 
2. New data: 

⁘ A general population poll (GPP): Probability sample - 
1,000 respondents per country (three largest cities). 
 

⁘ Qualified respondent’s questionnaires (QRQ): 
Completed by in-country experts in civil and 
commercial law; criminal justice; labor law; and public 
health.  

3. Comparable questions (cross-country) 
4. Rely on a large number of questions 





99 
Countries 

+100,000 
  Households Surveyed 

+500 
  Questions 

2,400 
Experts Interviewed 



Scores and rankings 

1. Estimate country scores and rankings 
– Codification, normalization, mapping, and 

aggregation 

 
2. Validity checks  

– Triangulation, cross-checking 

– Sensitivity analysis: “The JRC analysis suggests that the 
conceptualized multi-level structure of the WJP Rule of Law Index is statistically 
coherent and no dimension is dominated by any of its underlying components. 
Country ranks across the eight dimensions are also fairly robust to methodological 
changes related to the estimation of missing data, weight, or aggregation rule (less 
than ± 1 position shift in 90% of all cases).” 



World Justice Project | Lorem Ipsum 

data.worldjusticeproject.org 



Presentation of results 

• Comparative 
exercise  

• Multi-dimensional  

• Strengths and 
weaknesses 

• Relevant 
comparisons (peers) 

 

 







Corruption in Indonesia 





Civil Justice in the U.S. 



Reception 

Cited in more than 1,700 media outlets 
(major and local) in over 80 countries 

 

Governments and non-governmental 
organizations 

 

Academic papers and policy reports 
 



Colombia, November 15, 2010: 
 

“(...) Another important organization that 
promotes justice around the world, the 
World Justice Project, just released its 
report entitled Rule of Law Index, and it 
includes Colombia… If we review the area of 
access to justice, we find that we get a score 
very close to zero on the effectiveness of the 
criminal investigation system… these 
reports, that are known on a global scale, 
must make us turn on our alarms.  You—the 
judiciary—and us—the government—
together with Congress, must put all our 
effort to achieving a more efficient and 
effective criminal justice system.” 
 
Juan Manuel Santos, President of Colombia 





 









Acknowledge limitations 

 

1. Concept (different value structures, legal 
architectures, goals, and trade offs) 

 

2. Measurement (cross-cultural issues, sensitive 
questions, measurement error, urban sampling) 

 

3. Scope (10,000 feet picture, limited use for 
analysis, limited context) 



WJP Rule of Law Index® 
 
worldjusticeproject.org 
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