
World Justice Challenge 2021 Application Form


World Justice Challenge 2021: Advancing the Rule of Law in a Time of Crisis
The World Justice Challenge 2021: Advancing the Rule of Law in a Time of Crisis is a global competition to identify, recognize, and promote good practices and high-impact projects and policies that protect and advance the rule of law in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.

· Applications are due December 11, 2020.

· Cash awards ($20,000 USD) will go to six projects that show demonstrable results and promising prospects for future progress, replication, and scaling.

· Five winners will be chosen by a committee of experienced judges and one winner will be selected by popular vote by WJP's network for its inspiration and impact.

· Finalists will be profiled on WJP's website and social media to promote visibility and uptake of these promising approaches. Winning projects will receive additional communications and networking opportunities to support their work.
Initiatives will be evaluated on their impact and on their potential for scaling, replication, and sustainability as they relate to addressing the impact of the pandemic on the four rule of law themes highlighted below.
Eligibility and Entry Requirements:

The competition is multidisciplinary and open to a variety of organization types, including: civil society, non-profits, social entrepreneurs, national and multilateral government agencies, local government bodies, businesses/private sector enterprises, and law firms from any country in the world. 
· All individuals, organizations, and entities are eligible to enter the competition and may submit up to two entries. Collaborative entries among several individuals/organizations are welcome.
· Entries must be in English.
Initiatives addressing the following rule of law themes as they relate to the COVID-19 pandemic are eligible to apply (click on each theme for more details and information) : 
· Access to Justice for All
· Accountable Governance
· Anti-Corruption and Open Government
· Fundamental Rights and Non-Discrimination
About the World Justice Project (WJP)

The World Justice Project (WJP) is an independent, multidisciplinary non-profit organization working to advance the rule of law worldwide, with offices in Washington, D.C., Singapore, Mexico City, and Seattle, WA. Detailed information about the WJP is available at: www.worldjusticeproject.org.

The World Justice Challenge has been organized in collaboration with the following partner organizations:


[image: image1]

WJP thanks all of its Challenge sponsors and partners.
Introduction
The application consists of 16 required questions and 10 optional questions divided across the nine pages listed below:
 
1. Contact Information
2. World Justice Project Thematic Category
3. Title, Summary, and Implementation Country or Countries
4. Problem Statement and Project Description
5. Project Impact and Potential for Scaling
6. Potential for Replication and Sustainability
7. Next Steps
8. Additional Materials, Comments, and Website Links 
9. Follow-Up
Please note: Questions marked with an * are required



SECTION 1: Contact Information
1) Contact Information (First name, last name, job title, and organization are required)*
	
	Primary Point of Contact:

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Job Title
	

	Organization
	


2) Primary Point of Contact Email*
	


3) Organization Headquarters Location (City)
	


4) Organization Headquarters Location (Country)
	


5) Organization Type* (please mark your choice with an x):
	Type
	Choice

	Civil Society/Non-Profit
	

	Social Impact Business/Social Entrepreneur
	

	National government agency
	

	Local government agency
	

	Business/Private Sector
	

	Law Firm
	

	Multilateral Organization
	

	Other (please specify below)
	


6) If Other, please specify the type of organization:
	


7) Is this a collaborative, multi-organizational entry? (please mark your choice with an x):
	Yes
	

	No
	


If yes, please list all organizational partners and points of contact:
	
	First Name
	Last Name
	Job Title
	Organization Name
	Email

	Contact #1
	
	
	
	
	

	Contact #2
	
	
	
	
	

	Contact #3
	
	
	
	
	




SECTION 2: Project Theme, Title, Country, and Summary
8) Please select which of the four World Justice Challenge 2021 themes the project falls under (you may select up to two):* (please mark your choice with an x):
For more information about each theme, please visit: https://worldjusticeproject.org/world-justice-challenge-2021/themes
	Theme
	Choice

	Access to Justice for All
	

	Accountable Governance
	

	Anti-Corruption and Open Government
	

	Fundamental Rights and Non-Discrimination
	


9) If you selected the Access to Justice For All theme, please select all the problem statements that your project addresses under the Access to Justice For All theme:* (please mark your choice with an x):
	Problem Statement
	Choice

	Ensuring legal identity for all
	

	Addressing issues of land tenure and housing rights, including substandard housing, informal settlements, homelessness, dispossession, and land grabs that target indigenous lands
	

	Protecting those working in the informal economy
	

	Addressing gender-based violence
	

	Addressing the needs of migrants, refugees, and other forcibly displaced persons
	

	Addressing discrimination, in the immediate and long term, against women and girls, and religious, ethnic, and racial minorities, who are at heightened risk of infection and other negative effects of the pandemic
	

	Addressing the strained capacity of justice systems to meet growing justice demands, particularly around healthcare, gender-based violence, housing, employment, and debt issues exacerbated by the pandemic
	

	Facilitating the functioning of justice systems disrupted by the pandemic, including through the use of digital, online, and new technological approaches
	

	Other: 
	


10) If you selected the Accountable Governance theme, please select all the problem statements that your project addresses under the Accountable Governance theme:* (please mark your choice with an x):
	Problem Statement
	Choice

	Ensuring executive authority is exercised properly and consistently with fundamental rights
	

	Adopting secure technologies that will approve emergency hearings, debates, and laws
	

	Effective shifting of judicial activity to virtual technologies
	

	Ensuring continuation of services, establishing case prioritization schemes in consultation with the judiciary
	

	Facilitating supervisory bodies to carry out normal functions with access to information about executive expenditures as lawfully required
	

	Establishing and implementing basic election precautions (making protective gear widely available, touchless/electronic ballots, sanitary protocols, etc.)
	

	Protecting nongovernmental checks, including open government principles
	

	Other: 
	


11) If you selected the Anti-corruption and Open Government theme, please select all the problem statements that your project addresses under the Anti-corruption and Open Government theme:* (please mark your choice with an x):
	Problem Statement
	Choice

	Creating checks against price-gouging and contracts awarded without proper procurement
	

	Preventing counterfeit or fraudulent transactions related to critical medicines or medical supplies
	

	Protecting funds aimed at addressing the economic crisis
	

	Vetting suppliers, tracking financial flows, and publicizing complaint or whistleblower mechanisms
	

	Ensuring the open publication of public contracts tendered under emergency procedures
	

	Ensuring openness of government distribution of emergency economic stimulus packages and support programs
	

	Protecting and reinforcing institutions that provide oversight and accountability of public actors
	

	Protecting the right to information and the proactive government publication of information (pertaining to the pandemic)
	

	Ensuring fiscal openness, including budget and expenditure data transparency and oversight mechanisms
	

	Ensuring accountability of public works, expenditures and infrastructures related to COVID-19 stimulus measures through social control and participation mechanisms
	

	Identifying corrupt and fraudulent patterns/networks through the use of data analytics
	

	Ensuring the integrity and transparency of the decision-making process leading to emergency and recovery measures against undue influence
	

	Ensuring high integrity standards and accountability for members of 'emergency' advisory groups
	

	Other: 
	


12) If you selected the Fundamental Rights and Non-Discrimination theme, please select all the problem statements that your project addresses under the Fundamental Rights and Non-Discrimination theme:* (please mark your choice with an x):
	Problem Statement
	Choice

	Addressing the needs of groups disproportionately affected by the coronavirus and ensuring that marginalized communities are included in health service delivery and economic and social recovery stimulus plans
	

	Protecting vulnerable groups such as racial and ethnic minority groups, migrants, refugees, those with disabilities, children, and women, including by providing easy and free access to coronavirus testing and treatment and other essential health services
	

	Improving access and management of clean water and sanitation, particularly for indigenous and rural peoples living in remote communities and low-income tenants with little access to potable water, to avoid further spread of the virus
	

	Carrying out post-pandemic reconstruction activities in ways that respect minority groups’ traditional practices and livelihoods while improving access to basic health, water, education, and justice services
	

	Taking measures to bolster the information ecosystem, such as holding open press conferences with appropriate public health safeguards and complying with freedom of information requests
	

	Protecting journalists and other media workers to do their essential work
	

	Protecting human rights defenders to do their essential work
	

	Protecting the right to peaceful assembly without discrimination and unwarranted interference
	

	Protecting the right to privacy in accordance with well-established international norms of legality, necessity, proportionality, and non-discrimination when adopting both digital and physical surveillance methods in national emergencies
	

	Establishing mechanisms for judicial, parliamentary, and non-governmental oversight related to surveillance and tracking measures, in order to improve transparency, monitoring and accountability
	

	Addressing the rapid spread of the coronavirus to high-risk prison populations
	

	Protecting detainees’ right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health without discrimination due to their legal status
	

	Allowing judiciaries and other state organs responsible for criminal justice services to remain open, safe and functioning throughout the pandemic, with adequate stocks of protective and sanitary equipment
	

	Supporting the establishment of new technological approaches to ensure both victims’ and defendants’ rights to a fair and speedy trial, strengthening access to counsel, and improving the openness of trials and other hearings to a wider public
	

	Other: *
	




SECTION 3: Title, Summary, and Implementation Country or Countries
13) Project Title*
	


14) Where was the project implemented? (Country or Countries)*
	


15) Project Summary 
(Please summarize the project in 100 words or less).*
	




SECTION 4: Problem Statement and Project Description
16) Problem Statement
Please describe the problem statement for this project. (Suggested Response Length: 500 words/Max Response Length: 600 words)*

Questions to consider in your response: 
What specific problem does this project address?
How has this problem been exacerbated by the COVID-19 crisis?
What population or demographic group does the project target?
Where specifically has the project been implemented (region/country/city)?
When was the project launched?
How long has the project been running?
	


17) Project Description
How does the project address the problem described above as it relates to the COVID-19 pandemic? (Suggested Response Length: 500 words/Max response length: 750 words)*

Questions to consider in your response: 
What is the theory of change of the project?
What activities have been undertaken as part of the project?
What have been the most effective aspects of the project?
What have been the most innovative aspects of the project?
	




SECTION FIVE: Impact and Scaling
18) Project Impact 
Please specify how the project has improved the lives of the target population in the specified geography. (Suggested Response Length: 500 words/Max Response Length: 750 words)*

Questions to consider in your response: 
What impact has the project had? How is this impact measured? Please provide qualitative and/or quantitative examples, if possible.
Please differentiate across target demographic groups, if applicable.
Please describe how the project directly benefited target populations or led to a change in policy or behavior.
	


19) Potential for Scaling

Please describe how the project can be scaled up. (Suggested Response Length: 300 words/Max Response Length: 400 words)*

Questions to consider in your response: 
Please describe what additional populations/geographies/sectors the project could target, and whether any scaling has already begun.

What would be required to achieve this scaling of the project?

	




SECTION 6: Replication and Sustainability
20) Potential for Replication
Please describe how the project can be replicated in other contexts, including other emergencies. (Suggested Response Length: 300 words/Max Response Length: 400 words)*

Describe how the project can serve as a template or be adapted for actors in other geographies and contexts.

	


21) Sustainability
Please describe the project’s level of sustainability. (Suggested Response Length: 500 words/Max Response Length: 600 words)*
Questions to consider in your response: 
Please specify what external factors (political, social and/or economic) may contribute to the project's sustainability. 
What challenges to the project's sustainability has the pandemic presented and how have you overcome them?
Are there particular partnerships, sponsors, supporters, or other stakeholders that are helping to ensure the project's sustainability?
What support or capacity-building would help you sustain and expand the project?
What is the demand or need for this work to continue beyond its current timeframe?
	


Prize Money and Next Steps
22) Prize Money:
If this project were to win a World Justice Challenge prize, how would the money be used? (Suggested Response Length: 200 words/Max Response Length: 300 words)*
	




SECTION 7: Next Steps

       23) Please describe the project's next steps and planned future activities.
 
	




SECTION 8: Final Instruction (Additional Materials, Website Links, Additional Comments)
24) Additional Materials:
Please attach any additional supporting documentation (e.g. project overviews, project reports, impact assessments, videos, images, media stories, endorsements, etc.) to your email when you send back this application.
25) Website Links:
Please submit website links that support your application.
	


26) Additional Comments:
Optional: Please provide any additional content or details that were not previously covered in the application.
	




SECTION 9: Follow-Up
27) Please let us know how you heard about the World Justice Challenge: (please mark your choice with an x)
	Option
	Choice

	World Justice Project Website
	

	World Justice Project Email
	

	World Justice Project Social Media
	

	Partner Website (please specify below)
	

	Friend/Colleague
	

	Other Applicant
	

	Other - Write In (Required): *
	


28) Specify Name of partner organization:
	




Thank You!
Thank you for submitting your application to the World Justice Challenge 2021: Advancing the Rule of Law in a Time of Crisis. 

Once you are done filling out your application, please send it to engagement@worldjusticeproject.org using the subject line “Application: WJC 2021”, along with any additional materials you want to be considered.

Applicants will be notified about their application and next steps by January 31, 2021. Winners will be announced by April 30, 2021. For any follow-up questions, please email engagement@worldjusticeproject.org

Please also sign up to receive the latest news about the World Justice Challenge and WJP's other news and activities here.

Thank You!


